The first Sheedi Commuñity
legislator
WRITER
: NAYAB WALI
TRANSLATOR : ASIF NAWAZ
ILLUSTRATOR : MAHLIQA IQBAL

There are four seasons in a year

Section ‘A’
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As a child, Tanzeela had observed that children from her
community were treated differently. Her friend Hira was once
told:
‘’You belong to the Sheedi community, your family is
not interested in educating you. Stop coming to school!’’
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Tanzeela saw her teacher’s attitude towards Hira and
aspired to change it when she grew up.

Many years later, elections for the chairperson of the local
municipality in Badin district were being held and Abdullah
was contesting against Ms. Tanzeela for the position.

No one will vote for a
“Sheedi” woman

I will win!
My Sheedi identity gives
me the strength to win,
you will see.

Ms. Tanzeela became the chairperson of Badin district.
Despite considerable opposition, she worked hard to
serve her people. With time, her efforts were
recognized and she was selected as an MPA
for the Sindh Assembly.

I will not work under a
woman, that also a
“Sheedi” woman!

Politics is the set of activities that are associated with making
decisions in groups, or other forms of power relations between
individuals, such as the distribution of resources or status.
The branch of social science that studies politics and government
is referred to as political science. Wikipedia

I am happy to work with anyone,
woman or man, who works for the
betterment of our citizens. You should
stop criticizing Ms. Tanzeela and help
her improve the district!

One day Ms. Tanzeela was in her office in
Badin when a young girl knocked on her door.
As the girl came in and sat across the desk,
Ms Tanzeela was reminded of her childhood
friend Hira.
Sara, it is wonderful to meet you.
You don’t need to become like me.
You should believe in your own
strength, and achieve your
dreams. You must fight back
against those bullies and prove
them wrong.

HONESTY IS THE BEST
POLICY

One day Ms. Tanzeela was in her office in
Badin when a young girl kocked at her door.
When the girl came and sat across the desk,
Ms Tanzeela was reminded of her childhood
friend Hira.

My name is Sara and I have come
to meet you! I am also from the
Sheedi community. You have
inspired me to continue my
education and become a shining
star just like you! I had stopped
going to school because I was
being bullied by my teachers
and friends but now I plan to
continue my education and
become just like you.

When Sara got home, the tv was on and Ms. Tanzeela was giving a
speech.
I am here to represent the
Sheedi Community. I want to
tell the world that a person’s
ethnicity, color or gender does
not make them a lesser
human being. I hope I am an
inspiration and a role model
for the members of the Sheedi
Community in Pakistan and
abroad.

Amma, I am going back to
school tomorrow and will
show everyone that by
studying hard I will become
an important member of
my community!

Despite facing severe discrimination because of
her gender, ethnicity, and class, Ms. Tanzeela
became a shining star of her Sheedi Community
and an inspiration. She was the first person from
her community to become a Member of Sindh’s
provincial assembly. In 2021, she also became the
first member of the community to be appointed
to the provincial cabinet, when Ms Tanzeela took
on the role of Special Assistant to the Chief
Minister for Information & Technology.

